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8.3 Sieving Exercise
Introduction

8.3.1 This Sieving Exercise has been undertaken by Environmental Resources
Management (ERM) on behalf of Whitestone Net Zero Ltd (the Applicant) for
Whitestone Solar Farm (the Proposed Development).

8.3.2 The purpose of the Sieving Exercise is to identify designated and non-designated
heritage assets with the potential to undergo a change in setting as a result of the
Proposed Development. A summary of potential Setting Impacts and Effects for
each asset is presented within this document followed by a rationale for inclusion
or exclusion for further detailed assessment within ES Volume 3, Appendix 8.4:
Assessment of Indirect Effects to Setting [EN0110020/APP/6.20].

8.3.3 This Sieving Exercise has been produced following a review of all assets within a
provisional 3km Setting Study Area of Whitestone 1 (W1) – Whitestone 3 (W3),
that was considered appropriate to capture the majority of heritage assets with the
potential to be impacted by the Proposed Development. The 3km Study Area was,
however, not used as an arbitrary cut off point for assessing change to Setting.
High value assets (Scheduled Monuments, Registered Parks and Gardens, and
Grade I Listed Buildings) between 3 to 5km were included within the Sieving
Exercise and included for detailed assessment of Indirect Effects relating to
Setting, where they fall within the bare earth Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV)
and long-distance views towards the Proposed Development contribute towards
their Setting and Cultural Significance. These assets were all assessed with a site
visit to confirm their inclusion/exclusion from the setting assessment. The Sieving
Exercise considers operational impacts from all infrastructure within the Site,
which includes solar photovoltaic (PV), Battery Energy Storage System (BESS)
Substation, access tracks and all associated infrastructure as detailed in ES,
Volume 1 Chapter 5: The Proposed Development [EN0110020/APP/6.5]. The
sieving exercise also considers impacts from Construction, including visual, dust
and audio intrusions or changes to the wider historic landscape that may harm the
significance of any assets or the ability to appreciate their significance.

8.3.4 This document has been informed by the Scoping Opinion, Statutory Consultation
and Targeted Consultation responses provided by Historic England (HE), and
Local Planning Authorities within the Site and neighbouring the Proposed
Development.

8.3.5 Of the 372 designated assets considered within this Sieving Exercise, a total of
143 have been included for further detailed assessment within ES Volume 3,
Appendix 8.4: Assessment of Indirect Effects to Setting
[EN0110020/APP/6.20]. These 143 assets include:
 Five Scheduled Monuments;
 One Registered Park and Garden;
 Eight Grade I Listed Buildings;
 Twelve Conservation Areas; and
 117 Grade II* or Grade II Listed Buildings.

8.3.6 Where Grade II* or Grade II Listed Buildings fall within and contribute towards the
Cultural Significance of a Conservation Area, or Registered Park and Garden they
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will be assessed as part of a group relating to said Conservation Area, or
Registered Park and Garden.

8.3.7 Assets outside of Conservation Area, or Registered Park and Gardens may be
grouped where it is logical to do so and the assessment of Indirect Effects to
Setting is not undermined by the grouping of assets.

8.3.8 In relation to non-designated assets, a total of 57 assets were considered within
this Sieving Exercise. From this list, a single non-designated asset has been
included for detailed assessment of Indirect Effects relating to Setting.

8.3.9 A table showing all assets considered within this Sieving Exercise, along with a
rationale for inclusion or exclusion for further detailed assessment of Indirect
Effects relating to Setting is provided within ES Volume 3, Appendix 8.3.1:
Sieving Exercise Assets [EN0110020/APP/6.20].

8.3.10 For assets identified for further detailed assessment setting impacts, predicted
effects and the significance of these effects in terms of Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) regulations are discussed further within ES Volume 3,
Appendix 8.4: Assessment of Indirect Effects to Setting
[EN0110020/APP/6.20].























 

 

Contact
Whitestone Net Zero Ltd

info@whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk

0800 688 9936




